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Draw  a map  of  the  area  indicating  properties  within 
it.  Circle  and  number  properties  for  which  individual 
inventory  forms  have  been  completed.  Label  streets 
including  route  numbers,  if  any.  Attach  a continuation 
sheet  if  space  is  not  sufficient  here.  Indicate  north. 


Overall  Condition 

Fair-  Good 


Major  Intrusions  and  Alterations 

Deteriorated  Properties 

Demolished  Properties  (MHC  #1404  - Eiger  Frost  Belding 
House) 

Acreage 

Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  &Geottrey  E.  Melhuish 
Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg 

Office  of  the  Planning  Coordinator 


Date  (month/year)  June  2000 


rm. 


Follow  Massachiisett  -’istorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fc  ompleting  thisfo, 


AREA  FORM 


L HOO-14^^, 


HISTORICAL  & ARCHITECTURAL  DEVELOPMENT 


see  continuation  sheet 


The  Summer  Street  Area  is  defined  on  the  North  by  Lunenburg  Street,  to  the  west  by  Summer  Street,  to  the  east  by  the  rear  of  Brigham 
Park,  Winter  Street,  Lawrence  Street,  and  on  the  south  by  Goodrich  Street.  Situated  on  a western  facing  bluff  on  the  north  side  of  the  North 
Nashua  River  valley,  the  mainly  upperclass  residential  neighborhood  developed  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  early  civic  and  commercial 
development  at  the  east  end  of  Main  Street.  In  1886  the  placement  of  a streetcar  line  on  Summer  Street  would  facilitate  the  development  of 
middle  class  suburban  homes  on  the  sites  of  the  large  estates. 


In  Fitchburg  the  North  Nashua  River  and  its  tributaries  were  the  important  factors  in  the  development  of  the  city.  Although  the  first  settlers 
settled  away  from  the  river  on  early  roads  like  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and  Ashburnham  Hill  Road,  the  construction  of  mills  along 
the  river  resulted  in  a linear  settlement  along  the  river.  The  first  town  center  developed  on  the  east  end  of  Main  Street,  at  the  junction  of 
Water,  Main,  Laurel  & Blossom  Streets  when  the  first  meetinghouse  was  built  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossom  & Crescent  Streets.  In  the  first  half 
of  the  nineteenth  century  the  majority  of  residential  dwellings  south  east  of  the  town  center  on  Summer  Street  belonged  to  the  Cowdin  and 
Goodrich  families.  On  a map  of  1851,  only  six  dwellings  are  shown  in  the  Summer  Street  area,  JB  Cowdin’s,  AP  Cowdin’s,  the  widow 
Cowdin’s,  William  Leothe’s,  AP  Goodrich’s,  and  WJ  Cliffords’,  all  on  Summer  Street. 


From  1830-1870  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  companies  continued  to  expand  as  technology  developed  faster  means  of  production.  In  I860 
there  were  136  industries  in  Fitchburg.'  Increased  production  required  an  increase  in  supply  of  raw  materials  to  the  mills  and  demanded  a 
faster  means  to  distribute  products  the  mills  produced. 

In  1844  a railroad  line  from  Boston  reached  Fitchburg.  The  rail  line  was  extended  to  the  west  in  1874  upon  completion  of  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel.  The  access  through  to  Albany  provided  access  to  the  West  for  the  port  of  Boston  and  a way  for  raw  materials  from  the  west  to 
reach  the  manufacturing  centers  on  the  East  Coast. 

The  railroad  brought  rapid  growth,  prosperity  and  industrial  expansion  to  Fitchburg.  The  location  of  the  railroad  depot  in  the  older  part  of 
the  city  at  the  corner  of  Water  & Main  Street  resulted  in  increased  commercial  and  industrial  development  nearby.  Fitchburg’s  leading 
industrialists  prospered  as  their  business  quickly  expanded.  New  estates  to  display  their  wealth  and  social  stature  were  built  on  land 
southeast  of  the  town  center  on  Summer  Street.  The  sites  were  popular  for  residential  development  because  of  the  proximity  to  the  mills, 
their  southern  exposure,  and  the  views  up  and  down  the  river  valley. 

Increasingly  large  estates  and  farms  dotted  the  hillsides  in  the  Summer  Street  area.  The  C H Whittemore’s  house  at  1 15  Summer  (MHC  # 
1405)  ca  1855  and  the  Svlvanus  Sawyer  Double  Houses  at  21-33  Summer  Street  (MHC  # 1400-1401)  ca  1865-70  are  examples  of  large 
Greek  Revival  or  Italianate  estates  and  farmhouses  built  ca  1850-1870  on  large  lots  on  the  bluff  overlooking  the  Nashua  River.  Like  most 
houses  of  this  area  in  Fitchburg,  these  large  houses  would  be  converted  to  multifamily  use  as  the  need  for  housing  continued  to  grow  in  the 
last  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

In  1872  when  Fitchburg  was  incorporated  as  a city  there  were  11,260  residents  in  Fitchburg,  more  than  double  the  1850  population  of 
5160.  An  increase  in  commercial  and  industrial  development  precipitated  the  population  growth  and  an  increased  need  of  housing  for 
workers  and  middle  class  businessmen  with  a close  proximity  to  their  workplace.  Maps  of  the  City  in  1870-1871  depict  the  increased 
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residential  development  of  the  Summer  Street  neighborhood.  Predominately  single  family  homes  were  built  along  Holt,  and  Oak 
Streets,  and  the  portion  of  Summer  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Goodrich  Street.  (R.  B.  Baldwin  Estate  ca  1860  1 1 Oak  Street!. 

By  1900  the  population  in  Fitchburg  had  reached  31,258,  nearly  a third  of  that  population,  were  foreign  born.^  European  immigrants 
representing  15  countries  filled  jobs  in  the  expanding  industries.  The  increase  in  population  resulted  in  a further  increase  in  need  for 
housing,  especially  for  working  class  housing. 

Between  1870-1915  residential  development  pushed  up  the  steep  hillsides  of  the  river  valley.  Lots  that  had  been  laid  out  along  the 
Beacon  and  Lawrence  Streets  in  1871  were  developed  with  single  and  multifamily  residences  by  1895.  Atlantic  Street  had  been  laid 
out  at  the  rear  of  the  Summer  Street  estates.  Single  family  dwellings  were  built  on  the  east  of  Atlantic  and  on  Bluff  Street,  which  was 
also  laid  out  by  1882.  Large  Queen  Anne  Style  homes  were  built  on  Summer  Street  on  lots  divided  from  the  larger  early  nineteenth 
century  estates:  The  SW  Huntley  House  at  5 Bluff  Street  (MHC  # 1420)  ca  1877;  the  JA  Jones  house  at  21  Atlantic  (MHC  # 1414)  ca 
1890:  and  the  Joseph  G Edgerlv  House  at  37  Atlantic  (MHC  # 1418)  ca  1890. 

Most  of  the  buildings  on  Atlantic,  Bluff,  and  Summer  Streets  built  between  1870-1915  were  architect  designed.  The  architect  for  many 
of  these  homes  for  wealthy  Eitchburg  industrialists  was  Henry  Martyn  (HM)  Francis.  Born  in  Lunenburg,  Massachusetts  in  1836, 
Francis  was  educated  at  Lawrence  Academy.  He  learned  the  architectural  trade  as  an  apprentice  in  the  firms  of  Alexander  R Estey  in 
Framingham,  Massachusetts,  Geroge  Meacham  in  Boston,  and  George  Harding  in  Portland,  Maine.  Francis  began  practicing  in 
Fitchburg  in  1868.  He  was  responsible  for  the  design  of  the  Charles  T Harding  House  at  26  Atlantic  Avenue  (MHC  #1416)  ca  1887.  E 
Corcoran  House  and  Garage  at  34  Summer  Avenue  (MHC  #1417-2081)  1904-6.  the  JO  Wright  House  at  41  Atlantic  Avenue  (MHC 
#1419)  ca  1897.  and  the  Eiger  Frost  Belding  house  at  5 Bluff  Avenue  (MHC  #1420).  ca  1888.  Besides  residential  projects  he  also 
designed  many  of  Fitchburg’s  churches,  schools  and  commercial  buildings.  HM  Francis  & Sons  designed  the  Moran  Block  at  the 
corner  of  Lunenberg  and  Summer  Streets. 

The  buildings  were  typically  done  in  the  Queen  Anne  Style,  although  other  Victorian  styles  such  as  the  Stick  Style  and  Second  Empire 
were  used  in  the  neighborhood.  The  Queen  Anne  Style  was  popularized  throughout  the  country  by  the  expanding  railroad.  The  mass 
production  of  machined  details  and  the  increased  affordability  of  these  decorative  building  elements  facilitated  the  popularity  of  the 
style.  The  use  of  small  dimension  lumber  and  advent  of  balloon  framing  made  construction  cheaper  and  more  rapid.  Fitchburg’s  steam 
driven  sawmills,  like  the  WA  Garno  Saw  & Planing  Mill  at  Lunenburg  & East  Streets  locally  produced  wood  building  products.  Other 
local  materials  like  slate  and  granite  were  quarried  from  the  surrounding  hills  to  be  utilized  in  new  dwellings.  Most  of  the  granite  used 
in  Fitchburg  came  from  Rollstone  Hill.  Other  factories  produced  machined  nails  and  household  furnishings.  The  availability  of 
inexpensive  skilled  immigrant  labor  also  contributed  to  the  building  explosion.  Russians  and  Finns  quarried  granite  from  Rollstone 
Hill  for  use  in  foundations  and  Italian  immigrants  were  employed  in  the  building  trades. 

The  economic  prosperity  in  Fitchburg  ca  1900  led  to  the  increase  in  wealth  of  workers  and  middle  management.  Ca  1915-1935  the 
remaining  undeveloped  lots  became  the  sites  of  smaller,  more  modest  single  family  homes  in  the  Colonial  and  Classical  Revival  Styles. 
The  southern  end  of  Atlantic  Avenue  had  until  the  turn  of  the  century  remained  fairly  undeveloped.  Several  of  the  families  who 
resided  in  the  new  homes  on  Atlantic  Avenue  were  managers  of  businesses  on  nearby  Main  & Prescott  Streets. 

After  1935,  new  residential  development  was  minimal  in  the  Summer  Street  area.  Industrial  growth  slowed  and  Fitchburg’s  downtown 
began  to  decline  as  economic  growth  shifted  to  the  western  United  States  and  middle  class  residents  moved  to  the  suburbs.  Fitchburg  s 
population  growth  slowed  dramatically  between  1915-1940,  increasing  by  only  2,000  overall.^  The  advent  of  the  car  and  the  increased 
affordability  of  car  ownership  aided  the  movement  to  the  suburbs.  Residents  in  the  Summer  Street  area  no  longer  needed  to  live  within 
walking  distance  of  their  jobs  or  the  street  car  line,  families  moved  to  newer  suburban  homes  like  the  bungalows  to  the  east  of 
Lawrence  Street  on  Boutelle  and  Harrison  Streets. 


^ Doris  Kirkpatrick,  The  City  and  the  River.(  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts:  Fitchburg  Historical  Society,  1971)  p.389. 
^ Reconnaissance  Survey  Report  for  Fitchburg,  ([Boston]:  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission,  1984) 
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The  second  half  of  the  twentieth  century  has  seen  many  changes  to  the  Summer  Street  Area.  As  long  term  residents  left  their  single 
family  and  owner  occupied  multifamily  homes  in  the  downtown  neighborhoods,  many  of  the  dwellings  were  sold  to  absentee  landlords 
who  further  divided  the  dwellings. 

Neglect  of  many  multiunit  properties  from  lack  of  investments  and  regular  maintenance  has  led  to  deterioration  and  loss  of  materials 
and  details  in  many  properties.  Demolition  of  some  of  these  deteriorated  properties  has  occurred  within  the  last  several  years  on 
Summer  Street  and  Beacon  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Summer  Street.  Where  changes  in  land  use  from  residential  to  institutional 
has  occurred  on  Holt  Street  around  the  Hastings  Hall  demolition  of  dwellings  has  also  occurred.  Near  the  St.  Bernard’s  School  on 
Goodrich  Street  dwellings  have  been  severely  altered  from  their  original  appearance. 

Although  some  buildings  have  deteriorated,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining  buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Many  single 
family  dwellings  retained  their  original  slate  roofs,  windows,  machined  wood  detailing,  and  exterior  siding.  Some  homes  along 
Atlantic  Street  have  been  restored.  Many  single  family  homes  are  well  maintained.  The  neighborhood  retains  the  mix  of  upper  class 
mansions,  multifamily  residences  and  modest  middle  class  homes. 


Avayt 


LU  - 

CN^' 

\A — t- 

L 

Gci  ZoTl 

AREA  SHEET  DATA  SHEET 
SUMMER  STREET  AREA 
FITCHBURG  MASSACHUSETTS 


o 

m 

o 

o 

o 

r^ 

CD 

h- 

CJ3 

CM 

C33 

CM 

00 

o 

o 

00 

00 

03 

00 

03 

00 

03 

03 

CC 

o 

00 

00 

o 

C'- 

o 

CO 

o 

m 

y— 

o 

o 

CM 

CM 

in 

r^ 

CO 

1^ 

in 

CD 

03 

C33 

o 

CO 

o 

CM 

00 

o 

T- 

CM 

00 

00 

oo 

00 

(33 

O) 

00 

00 

03 

03 

(33 

03 

CO 

00 

O) 

(33 

00 

00 

oo 

oo 

00 

00 

00 

00 

■»“ 

■»“ 

T— 

■»“ 

■»“ 

■»— 

T— 

T— 

T— 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 

03 

O 

6 

1^ 

00 

CO 

00 

03 

O 

cd 

o 

> 

CO 

E 

o 

LL 


03 

o 

03 

03 

03 

03 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

O 

> 

*> 

■> 

■> 

CD 

CD 

CD 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CD 

0 

c 

C 

QC 

O 

c 

C 

c 

c 

C 

CC 

QC 

QC 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

QC 

c 

c 

c 

LU 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

< 

< 

15 

x: 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

“(5 

*(6 

15 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

15 

< 

c 

c 

o 

(0 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

o 

o 

o 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

O 

c 

0) 

(D 

CO 

‘c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CD 

CO 

CO 

'co 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'co 

0 

CD 

CD 

CO 

03 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CD 

CO 

CO 

CO 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

0 

3 

D 

03 

Q. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

03 

CC3 

03 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

03 

3 

O 

o 

O 

C/) 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

CC 

> 

> 

0 

cc 

TO 

'c 

o 

o 

O 


(0 

> 

■> 

0 

oc 

0 

O 

w 

w 

0 

o 


0 

CD 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

(0 

g 

_o 

_g 

g 

g 

g 

g 

g 

CD 

w 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

*D 

_C0 

ra 

_CD 

0 

0 

0 

0 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

o 

in 

CO 

CM 

CD 

1— 

1— 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

0 

> 

CD 

> 

0 

> 

0 

> 

CD 

> 

0 

> 

^ - 

^ . 

, ■ 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

C/D 

C/D 

C/D 

g 

O 

g 

g 

g 

c 

c 

c 

o 

o 

o 

c 

*£ 

c 

c 

C 

c 

o 

o 

o 

_0 

JO 

0 

0 

JO 

0 

0 

0 

0 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

< 

0 

m 

0 

m 

0 

X 

(33 

o 

CO 

CO 

00 

o 

<33 

CM 

CO 

CO 

55 

55 

55 

0 

0 

CO 

CL 

0 

X 

0 

X 

c 

c 

c 

C 

> 

> 

E 

E 

E 

o 

o 

o 

O 

< 

< 

CO 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

3 

3= 

3 

sz 

03 

J3 

g3 

x: 

g3 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

m 

X 

X 

CO 

CM 

in 

CM 

y- 

CM 

CM 

<33 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CO 

6 

CO 

CM 

0 

o 

c 

0 

■g 

'co 

0 

OC 

0 

o 

0 


-3 

■p 

0 

C 

0 

m 

o 

o 

C\J 

00 


0 

w 

3 

o 

X 

w 

0 

> 

0 

0 


0 

CO 

3 

o 

X 


0 

CO 

3 

O 

X 


o 

d) 


0 

D) 

0 

0 

CD 


0 

w 

3 

O 

X 


LU  LU 


0 

CO 

3 

O 

X 

CD 

Q. 

0 

CO 

o 

-3 


0 

W 

3 

O 

X 

d 


o 

W 

c 

O 

d 

“ 

£ 

0 

o 

O 

0 

O) 

CO 

< 

C 

o 

“3 

0 

X 

w 

o 

o 

O 

O 

C33 

■D 

LU 

<X) 

in 

1^ 

CD 

CO 

CM 

CM 

c^ 

<33 

<33 

<33 

T“ 

1 — 

T“ 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

5 

5 

5 

5 

CJ3 

<33 

<33 

<33 

<33 

0 

CO 

3 

O 

X 

0 

c 

c 

o 

Q 

o 


0 

"O 

c 

0 


C ^ 
0 T3 

"S  0 

0 5 

-D 

O LU 

03 

in  c\j 

CO  CO 
03  03 


0 

o 

c 

0 

•g 

w 

0 

X 

"0 

X 

LU 

c 

o 

0 

_l 

CO 

r^ 

co 

03 


0 

CO 

3 

O 

X 

3>n 

0 

~o 

5 

o 

O 

LU 

c 

0 

X 

03 

CO 

03 


0 

W 

3 

O 

X 

cd 

c 

o 


0 

w 

3 

o 

X 

c 

0 

c 

E 


cf 

O T3 

E £ 
0 

Q < 

O 
C\J 
00 


0 

w 

3 

o 

X 

c 

§ 

o 

m 

(J 

■c 

0 

0 

X 

oQ 

0 

0 

a. 


c 

0 

JO 

0 

3 

X 


0 0 
w w 

3 3 
O O 
X X 


0 

•c 

0 

o 


o 

E 

0 


■c 

0 

JO 

o 

X 

;g" 

3 

O 

CD 


0 

W 

3 

O 

X 

>> 

0 

c 

3 

X 

(/) 


<33 

O 

CM 

in 

00 

CO 

O 

O 

O 

o 

O 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CO 

00 

00 

00 

00 

CO 

00 

<33 

_0 

JO 

0 

CO 


0 

03 

T3 

LU 

03 

C 

ig 

0 

X 

in 

CO 

03 


0 

CO 

3 

o 

X 


o3 

O 

c 

o 

O 

CO 

5 


0 

(0 

3 

o 

X 

03 

c 

0 

0 


0 
« 
3 
O 
X 

E 

0 

g3 

m 
X 
X 
1^ 

in  in 
h-  r^ 


3 

0 

X 

CO 

1^ 


03 

0 

sz 

TD 

0 

CO 


g 

I 

w 

0 

t 

0 

Q. 

O 

u. 

Q. 

■D 

0 

>< 

0 

£ 

3 

W 

TO 

0 

O 

0 

0 

w 

c 

O 


O 

y^ 

CO 

in 

CD 

T- 

00 

03 

O 

o 

y— 

y— 

00 

y-~ 

y~ 

CM 

CsJ 

o 

CM 

Osi 

T— 

T— 

CM 

CM 

CO 

in 

03 

O 

O 

O 

o 

O 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

<D 

y— 

CM 

h- 

00 

O 

O 

O 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

■r- 

CM 

CM 

o 

o 

y— 

<33 

O 

CM 

CM 

O 

T— 

CM 

CM 

T— 

CM 

CM 

C\J 

CVJ 


) 


) 


< 

I 

I 


il 

J 


0 

1^ 

CM 

m 

CM 

CM 

CD 

CM 

m 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

in 

CO 

CM 

r- 

on 

in 

in 

m 

in 

o 

m 

Q 

05 

O 

C35 

o 

O 

05 

O 

05 

O 

O 

O 

O 

C75 

00 

05 

o 

05 

in 

05 

05 

05 

D' 

00 

05 

CO 

05 

05 

00 

05 

00 

CT5 

05 

CD 

05 

00 

05 

00 

CO 

05 

00 

00 

CO 

OO 

00 

00 

CT3 

O 

CT3 

o 

03 

O 

(6 

o 

03 

O 

03 

O 

03 

O 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 

03 

O 

ca.  1 

6 

D' 

CO 

in 

05 

00 

CM 

00 

00 

CM 

00 

00 

CM 

00 

00 

CM 

OO 

00 

in 

CO 

0 

0 

0 

C6 

> 

> 

03 

> 

> 

0 

03 

> 

> 

0) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

03 

> 

■> 

CD 

c 

c 

c 

(D 

0) 

c 

QC 

c 

c 

c 

c 

(D 

c 

c 

c 

CL 

cc 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

cc 

< 

< 

< 

< 

la 

< 

< 

< 

< 

c 

c 

c 

c 

o 

c 

c 

c 

c 

0 

0 

0 

c 

c 

0 

’(/) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 

c 

0 

0 

0 

o 

o 

0 

(/) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

o 

o 

0 

03 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

LL 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

(0  CC 

> > 


> 

<D 

CD 

0 

c 

> 

0 

0 

c 

0 

c 

0 0 
c c 

0 

c 

cc 

c 

X 

c 

c 

o 

c c 

c 

Cl 

< 

0 

< 

< 

< < 

< 

03 

E 

c 

c 

c 

"co 

c c 

c 

’c 

LU 

0 

'c 

0 

0 

c 

0 0 

0 

o 

•Q 

0 

o 

0 

0 

ca 

0 0 

0 

o 

0 

o 

0 

0 

15 

0 0 

0 

o 

eg 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o o 

o 

LU  < 
LU  LU 
I QC 
C/)  < 

< I— 
I-  LU 

< LU 
Q QC 


LU 


if) 


LU  QC 
X LU 
C/)  ^ 
< ^ 
LU  3 
X C/3 
< 


js: 

k. 

CO 

03 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

X 

CL 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

w 

w 

0 

k. 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

0 

03 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

JZ 

•D 

05 

O) 

05 

D5 

O) 

05 

05 

05 

•D 

‘k_ 

*k. 

< 

CO 

X 

m 

m 

X 

X 

X 

X 

y— 

CD 

CO 

CD 

h- 

CO 

in 

CD 

T— 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CD 

CD 

(U 


c 

<D 

0 

X 

0 

X 

0 

X 

0 

X 

0 

X 

CO 

> 

< 

E 

0 

E 

0 

E 

0 

E 

0 

E 

0 

o 

c 

o 

CO 

03 

J0 

■D 

05 

O) 

D5 

05 

05 

o 

'k. 

'k. 

o 

03 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(3 

X 

X 

t^ 

CO 

1^ 

00 

in 

T— 

in 

in 

1— 

LO 

in 

CD 

uS 

T— 

CO 

in 

in 

0 0 
05  0 

0 

0 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

»- 

■k- 

■k- 

■k- 

■k- 

•kk 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 0 

0 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

o o 

o 

o 

in 

CM 

00 

o o 

CO 

CO 

in 

(D 

E 


o 

o 

w 

X 

o 

o 

o 

w 

(U 

X 


* 

_cn 

o 

w 

w 

(U 

w 

CO 

< 


o 

CO 

D 

o 

X 

0) 

O) 

■D 

0) 


k: 

0) 

O) 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 


0) 


0 

CO 

0 

w 

0 

3 

w 

0 

o 

w 

o 

3 

w 

o 

o 

X 

CD 

CO 

3 

o 

3 

X 

w 

o 

X 

CO 

w 

CD 

CD 

CO 

3 

X 

E 

o 

X 

"O 

0 

> 

o 

o 

0 

c 

c 

0 

X 

1- 

0 

05 

o 

X 

X 

o 

be 

CL 

CD 

X 

05 

> 

r 

0 

CD 

o 

c 

0) 

LL 

< 

o 

c 

CO 

m 

DC 

k: 

« 

0 

E 

o 

w 

o 

g 

c 

D 

■O 

0 

k. 

0 

0 

ca 

o 

(3 

X 

“D 

o 

LL 

1- 

00 

CD 

IT) 

CD 

oo 

CM 

CM 

C\J 

OJ 

00 

in 

in 

in 

00 

00 

00 

00 

0) 

CO 

o 

X 

c 

ra 

E 

OJ 

o 

O 

X 

c 

0 2 

CO  ll 


O oS 


Q. 

0 C 

w ro 


C0  in 

C\J  CO 
T-  m 
CO 


0 

V) 

3 

o 

X 

0 

0 

3 

o 

c 

X 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 

o 

0 

X 

c 

0 

o 

0 

o 

“3 

3 

CD 

ofl 

w 

o 

X 

o 

oS 

o 

ca 

GO 

0 

o 

X 

k. 

ca 

< 

X 

m 

C/) 

X 

c 

X 

_c 

X 

c 

ca 

k. 

E 

ca 

g) 

0 

E 

0 

E 

0 

0 

X 

LL 

m 

X 

CM 

T“ 

CD 

in 

00 

00 

CO 

CD 

in 

in 

CO 

CO 

05 

CD 

CO 

0 

w 

3 

O 


0 

X 

0 

3 

CD 

o 

X 

O) 

0 

0 

3 

0 

LJ 

CD 

CO 

0 

0 

ca 

o 

o 

X 

0 

CD 

0 

>> 

0 

c 

■D 

X 

D 

o 

0 

3 

o 

c 

c 

0 

0 

"0 

CD 

LU 

ca 

X 

X 

CD 

o 

“D 

0 

0 

X 

c 

X 

0 

g 

o 

it 

0 

o 

it 

0 

t 

o 

X 

c 

g 

"O 

0 

0 

CO 

O) 

c 

c 

03 

c 

o 

0 

u 

X 

0 

LU 

0 

0 

X 

E 

E 

E 

o 

CO 

ca 

0 

3 

CO 

3 

o 

c 

E 

E 

X 

1- 

X 

< 

o 

—3 

o 

X 

LU 

DC 

(D 

X 

m 

o 

o 

CO 

CM 

D- 

CO 

T— 

in 

T“ 

00 

00 

1^ 

00 

00 

00 

00 

0 

"D 

0 

W 

0 

CC 

ro 

0 

cc 

w 


w 

0 

c 

0 

Q. 

O 

T3 

0 

>> 

0 

£ 

0 

w 

■D 

0 

a 

0 

0 

w 

c 

O 

0 

o 


C\J 

in 

CO 

CD 

CM 

CO 

CO 

00 

o 

CM 

CM 

T“ 

T” 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

rj  CO 
CN  in 
oj  cn 


CM 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

T— 

7— 

CM 

CO 

<£> 

CM 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

y— 

CM 

00 

in 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

T— 

CM 

CM 

O 05 

CO  C\J  CO 

CM  C\J  CM 

CM  CM  CM 


) 


) 


AREA  SHEET  DATA  SHEET 
SUMMER  STREET  AREA 
FITCHBURG  MASSACHUSETTS 


m 

in 

tn 

o 

in 

o5 

Q 

CO 

cn 

in 

1^ 

CD 

CO 

00 

00 

oo 

00 

d d 

o o 


OJ 

> 

■> 

0 

> 

> 

0 

k_ 

0 

u. 

CD 

C 

> 

> 

> 

0 

X 

Q. 

E 

0 

X 

Q. 

E 

Q. 

E 

C 

< 

0 

X 

£ 

jx: 

o 

LU 

0 

LU 

LU 

0) 

0 

0 

■O 

0 

"D 

T3 

CD 

0 

o 

ll 

(5 

c 

CM 

o 

c 

CM 

C 

CM 

3 

o 

o 

C/) 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

w 

w 

0 

0 

0 

w 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

CO 

e 

E 

E 

E 

E 

0 

0 

■D 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

c 

c 

T3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

< 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CM 

in 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

■»— 

CM 

CO 

<M 

CM 

CM  CO 


E 


o 

o 

w 

X 

a5 

o 

3 

O 

w 

o 

X 


% 

y) 

o 

</) 

<0 

0) 

CO 

CO 

< 


0 

0 

W 

(/) 

0 

(/] 

3 

3 

O 

O 

3 

X 

X 

O 

"T“ 

0 

0 

J. 

n 

JD 

c 

3 

3 

0 

O 

O 

.Q 

3 

w 

Q 

Q 

0 

c 

« 

(/) 

0 

X 

0 

3 

3 

</} 

E 

■c 

0 

CL 

< 

C 

C 

3 

E 

0 

0 

> 

0 

> 

O 

X 

I 

>< 

CO 

uT 

>1 

C/) 

lS 

0 

c 

D 

0 

0 

0 

1- 

0 

>> 

>% 

5 

5 

g 

d 

0 

0 

0 

0 

CO 

CO 

CO 

C/) 

CO 

CM 

1- 

o 

T— 

O) 

T” 

CO 

1“ 

00 

O 

00 

00 

CsJ 

CM 

LO 

o 

00 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

CM 

CsJ 

CM 

f— 

Osi 

') 


‘Note:  Only  selected  surveyed  properties  within  this  area  are  listed  here. 


Fitchburg 


Summer  Street  Area 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 

Area(s)  Form  No. 
L 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

n Individually  eligible  O Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
□ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  ^ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  OB  ^CQD 

Criteria  Considerations:  nAOBOCDDDEGF  OG 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  & Geoffrey  E.  Melhuish,  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC. 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

This  area  meets  the  criteria  for  listing  as  an  historic  district  on  the  National  Register  as  an  example  of  nineteenth  century 
early  suburban  residential  architecture,  which  illustrates  Fitchburg’s  economic  prosperity  during  the  mid  nineteenth 
century  to  the  early  twentieth  century.  The  area  contains  many  fine  buildings  in  the  Greek  Revival,  Queen  Anne,  and 
Classical  Revival  styles.  In  addition,  many  of  the  properties  located  on  Atlantic,  Bluff,  and  Summer  Streets  were  built 
for  major  Fitchburg  industrialist  and  were  designed  by  local  architect  Henry  Martyn  Francis.  He  was  responsible  for  the 
design  of  the  Charles  T Harding  House  at  26  Atlantic  Avenue  (MHC  #1416)  ca  1887.  E Corcoran  House  and  Garage  at 
34  Summer  Avenue  (MHC  #1417-2081)  1904-6,  the  JO  Wright  House  at  41  Atlantic  Avenue  (MHC  #1419)  ca  1897.  and 
the  Eiger  Frost  Belding  house  at  5 Bluff  Avenue  (MHC  #1420),  ca  1888-1980.  The  area  also  possesses  historical 
associations  with  major  local  industrial  and  commercial  figures  like  Sylvanus  Sawyer,  Eiger  Frost  Belding,  and 
OH  Lawrence. 

Neglect  of  many  multiunit  properties  from  lack  of  investments  and  regular  maintenance  has  led  to  deterioration  and  loss 
of  materials  and  details  in  many  properties.  Demolition  of  some  of  these  deteriorated  properties  has  occurred  within  the 
last  several  years  on  Summer  Street  and  Beacon  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Summer  Street.  Where  changes  in  land  use 
from  residential  to  institutional  has  occurred  on  Holt  Street  around  the  Hastings  Hall  demolition  of  dwellings  has  also 
occurred.  Near  the  St.  Bernard’s  School  on  Goodrich  Street  dwellings  have  been  severely  altered  from  their  original 
appearance. 

Although  some  buildings  have  deteriorated,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  remaining  buildings  is  remarkably  good. 

Many  single-family  dwellings  retained  their  original  slate  roofs,  windows,  machined  wood  detailing,  and  exterior  siding. 
Some  homes  along  Atlantic  Street  have  been  restored.  Many  single  family  homes  are  well  maintained.  The  neighborhood 
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Fitchburg 


Summer  Street  Area 
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retains  the  mix  of  upper  class  mansions,  multifamily  residences  and  modest  middle  class  homes.  The  area  possesses 
integrity  of  location,  design,  setting,  materials,  and  workmanship. 

The  Summer  Street  area  meets  Criteria  A and  C of  the  National  Register  at  the  local  level.  Exact  boundaries  of  a potential 
National  Register  District  within  this  area  remain  to  be  determined. 


SUMMER  STREET 
FORM  B 


Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 

Area  Survey  Form  L Summer  Street  Area 

2200  - 10  Atlantic  Avenue 

2201  - 15  Atlantic  Avenue 

2202  - 49  Atlantic  Avenue 

2203  - 80  Atlantic  Avenue 

2204  - 91  Atlantic  Avenue 

2205  - 97  Atlantic  Avenue 

2206  - 28  Beacon  Street 

2207  - 19/21  Beacon  Street 

2208  - 22/24  Beacon  Street 

2224  - 5 Holt  Street 

2225  - 15/17  Holt  Street 

2226  - 30  Holt  Street 

2227  - 42  Holt  Street 

2228  - 48  Holt  Street 

2229  - 10  Oak  Street  (House) 

2230  - 10  Oak  Street  (Carriage  House) 

2231  - 11  Oak  Street 

2232  - 42  Summer  Street 

2233  - 23  Winter  Street 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  MASSACPiusETTS  02125 


8200 
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2200 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  ( neighborhood  or 

village)  Summer  St 

Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5 " black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdni  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Date  {month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  10  Atlantic  Ave 

Historic  Name  Bernard  J Macker  Residence 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 
Original  Barn 

Date  of  Construction  cl 870 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/Form  Italianate  with  Greek  Revival  Influences 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (w/f/t  dates) 

1927  modified  as  a residential  unit. 


Condition  Fair 

Moved  ^ no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusetts  ’historical  Commission  Sun’cy  Manual  instructions  fo'-  ''ompleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

10  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a brick  foundation. 
This  four-by-eight-bay  dwelling  faces  east.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A brick  chimney  and  hipped 
roof  dormer  pierces  the  side  roof  plane.  A cornice  with  exaggerated  fascia  and  returns  defines  the  building  eaves.  The  cornice  is  supported 
by  cornerboards.  The  building  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  porch,  which  terminates  in  a 
hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  slender  Doric  columns, 
which  rest  on  raised  wood  posts.  The  porch  railing  features  turned  balusters.  Paired  doors  mark  the  principal  entrance  to  the  building. 
Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A three-story  bay 
projects  from  the  principal  block  on  the  south  elevation.  This  bay  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  walls  are  clad  with 
wood  shingles.  Decorative  brackets  are  located  at  the  eave  connecting  the  bay  to  the  dormer.  An  example  of  an  1870s  building  that  has 
retained  a high  degree  of  detail  and  materials  through  additions  and  changes  in  use. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

The  lot  now  occupied  by  10  Atlantic  St  was  at  the  turn  of  the  century  a part  of  a larger  lot  that  included  the  lot  now  occupied  by  6 Atlantic  St. 
The  first  buildings  on  this  larger  lot  were  built  between  1870-1895.  A residence  orientated  to  Beacon  St  occupied  the  6 Atlantic  St  portion  of 
the  lot  and  a barn  was  located  at  the  rear  of  the  house  in  the  spot  now  occupied  by  10  Atlantic  St.  In  1926  the  barn  was  adjacent  to  the 
residence  of  Julius  Miller  at  #31  Beacon  St.  Julius  Miller  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Miller  Cloth  Company,  producers  of  furnishings  and 
clothing  for  men  and  women.  The  following  year,  the  first  Street  Directory  listing  for  #10  Atlantic  St  lists  Bernard  J Macker  as  resident.  Mr. 
Macker,  a production  manager  at  Independent  Lock  Company  and  his  wife  Florence  lived  at  10  Atlantic  St  until  the  1940s.  The  widow  of 
Julius  Miller,  Mrs.  MF  Miller,  then  occupied  the  house. 

In  the  1960s  the  house  was  the  residence  of  Lorridan  Bolduc,  a division  manager  at  Frederick  H Sprague  Company,  a clothing  manufacturer, 
and  his  wife  Winifred.  In  the  1970s,  10  Atlantic  St  was  home  to  the  Malk  family,  Lauri,  an  employee  of  Parts  Rebuilders,  Inc.  and  his  wife 
Lillian.  In  the  1980s  the  residents  were  Malcom,  Minnie  and  Alice  Fohy. 

The  building  is  now  a two  unit  and  is  owned  by  Sean  M.  Hawrylciw,  and  Chester  and  Sally  Ann  Hawrylciw. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  CH  see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 
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Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
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Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 

Source 

Style/F  orm 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 


15  Atlantic  Ave 
AS  Cheever  House 
Multi-Family  Residential 
Single-Family  Residential 
18877-1895 
Maps  & Atlases 
Queen  Anne 


Brick 


Wood  Shingles 


Slate 


Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approximately  30  feet  from  the  street.  The 
adjacent  lower  lot  is  separated  by  a stone  retaining  wall. 


Follow  MassachusetO'  'Ustorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo'  '•ompleting  this  form. 


L I 


BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

15  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a brick  foundation.  This  three- 
bay  by  six-bay  dwelling  faces  west.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A gable  dormer  pierces  the  side  roof 
plane.  A simple  box  cornice  defines  the  eaves.  The  house  is  clad  with  wood  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  porch, 
which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  A pediment  over  the  stair  bay  of  the  porch  marks  the  side 
hall  entrance  to  the  upper  and  lower  apartments.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  slender  decorative  columns,  which  rest  on  a wood  platform. 
Between  the  porch  supports  is  decorative  spindlework.  The  porch  railing  features  decorative  turned  balusters.  Windows  throughout  the 
dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  Windows  on  the  side  elevation  have  been 
replacements.  A two-and-one-half  story  bay  projects  from  the  principal  block  on  the  south  elevation.  This  bay  terminates  in  a gable  roof 
sheathed  with  slate  and  is  clad  with  decorative  wood  shingles.  Decorative  brackets  are  located  at  the  eave.  Windows  on  the  side  elevation  are 
replacements. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle-class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

In  the  1895  Atlas  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg,  15  Atlantic  Street  is  shown  as  the  residence  of  AS  Cheever.  By  1914,  15  Atlantic  had  become  the 
residence  of  William  S Cleverly,  an  employee  of  the  Webber  Lumber  & Supply  Co.  A member  of  the  Cleverly  family  would  continue  to  live 
in  the  house  until  the  1960s.  From  the  1930s  until  the  1950s  Clayton  G Cleverly,  manager  of  Cranes  Clothes,  and  his  family  resided  in  the 
house,  his  widow  continued  to  live  in  the  house  after  his  death. 

According  to  the  earliest  Street  Directory,  since  1914  the  house  has  been  used  as  a two-family  residence.  During  the  residency  of  the  Cleverly 
family,  a number  of  tenants  are  listed  as  residing  at  15  Atlantic.  These  tenants  worked  for  local  manufacturing  and  industrial  companies. 

The  Kallio  family  resided  at  15  Atlantic  from  the  1960s  through  the  1980s.  Edwin  Kallio  was  a carpenter,  and  his  wife  Erma  was  a legal 
secretary  for  Ed  Me  Hugh,  a local  attorney.  The  house  is  now  owned  by  Joan  & Kevin  McWilliams,  and  still  remains  a 2 family  residence. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REEERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Eitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887. 
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Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Address 
Historic  Name 
Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 

Source 

Style/Form 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 


49  Atlantic  Ave 
Sheehan  House 
Multi-Family  Residential 
Multi-Family  Residential 
ca  1900 

City  Directories 
Classical  Revival 


Brick 

Wood/vinyl  siding 
Slate 


Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  fw/T/z  dates)  Vinyl  siding 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approx  12’  from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusetts  historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo--  -'•mpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

49  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame  that  rests  on  a brick  foundation.  This 
three-bay  by  two-bay  dwelling  faces  west.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  An  intersecting  gable  pierces  the 
side  roof  plane.  One  interior  brick  chimney  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  dwelling.  A simple  box  cornice  defines  the  building  eaves.  The 
building  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  wrap-around  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof 
The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  A pediment  over  the  stair  bay  of  the  porch  marks  the  side  hall  entrance  to  the  upper  and  lower 
apartments.  Paired  slender  Doric  columns,  which  rest  on  raised  wood  paneled  bases  support  the  porch  roof  The  porch  railing  features 
decorative  turned  balusters.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood 
sills.  An  example  of  a multi  family  building  that  has  retained  a high  degree  of  detail  and  materials. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

The  earliest  Street  Listing  for  49  Atlantic  was  in  1900  of  the  Sheehan  family.  Family  members  listed  in  the  1900  directory  are  John  J. 
Sheehan,  a Deputy  Sheriff,  his  wife  Bridget,  and  children,  John  J Jr.,  a clerk,  and  Mary  F.,  a teacher.  Bridget  and  the  children  continued  to 
live  in  the  house  following  John  Sr’s  death.  In  1914  the  directory  lists  additional  members  of  the  Sheehan  family:  Alice  A.  Sheehan,  a 
teacher,  Charles  J.,  clerk,  Elizabeth  A Sheehan,  a teacher,  and  H.  Josephine,  also  a teacher.  By  1930  John  J.  Sheehan  Jr.  is  the  only  member 
of  the  family  still  residing  at  49  Atlantic.  Now  an  electrician,  John  J.  Jr.  would  reside  in  the  house  until  the  1950s. 

In  the  1950s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Irving  L.  Lew,  a framer  with  H.  Margolin  & Company,  and  his  wife  Sonja.  During  their 
residence  the  house  became  a two  family  unit,  several  tenants  are  listed  in  the  directories  as  also  residing  at  49  Atlantic.  In  the  1970s  the 
house  became  the  residence  of  Kevin  W.  & Fay  Grier.  Kevin  was  listed  as  a teacher  at  Middlesex  School  in  Pepperell.  His  wife.  Fay  E.  Grier 
and  William  S.  Crawford  are  the  current  owners  of  the  two  family  residence. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1900-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
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Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Address 

Historic  Name 

Uses:  Present 
Original 

Date  of  Construction 

Source 

Style/Form 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 


80  Atlantic  Ave 

Edward  J.  and  Katherine 
McDonnell  Residence 

Single  Family  Residential 

Single  Family  Residential 

1933 

City  Directories 
Classical  Revival 


Unknown 

Stucco 

Asphalt 


Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 


Major  Alterations  (w/r/i  dates)  Asphalt  shingles 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a fairly  level  lot  approx  15’  from  the  sidewalk.  A low 
hedgerow  separates  the  yard  from  the  street.  A drive  to  the  south 
of  the  of  the  house  leads  to  the  garage. 


Follow  Massachusetts  "''storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo-  '•mpleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

The  two-and-one-half  story  Classical  Revival  house  located  at  80  Atlantic  Avenue  is  one  of  the  few  residences  in  the  Summer  Street 
area  to  have  stucco  siding.  This  three-bay  by  two-bay  house  faces  east.  The  residence  terminates  in  hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt.  The 
house  exhibits  a Craftsman  influence  with  its  open  eaves  and  exposed  rafters.  A hipped  roof  dormer  is  centrally  located  on  the  principal 
elevation  roof  plane.  One  interior  brick  chimney  is  located  on  the  rear  roof  plane.  The  symmetrically  laid  out  front  facade  features  a centrally 
located  entranceway  surrounded  by  an  elaborate  door  surround  featuring  a dentil  course  and  entablature  supported  by  fluted  pilasters. 
Windows  throughout  are  8/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A full  width  screened  porch  is 
located  on  the  side  elevation.  The  roof  is  supported  by  full  height  Doric  columns  and  stucco  posts.  One  of  two  examples  of  Classical  Revival 
dwellings  with  stucco  in  the  neighborhood,  an  unusual  material  in  Fitchburg. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

According  to  City  Directories  there  was  not  a house  at  80  Atlantic  until  1933,  when  the  address  was  listed  as  vacant.  In  1934  the  residents 
were  Edward  J.  and  Katherine  McDonnell.  Edward  was  a plant  manager  for  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Company.  The  McDonnells  and  their 
children,  John  and  Miriam,  moved  to  Portland,  Maine  the  following  year.  The  house  became  the  home  of  Frank  J.  Foley,  president  of  Motor 
Tire  & Service  Company,  later  Motor  Parts  Service,  Inc  at  57  Main  St.  Frank  Foley  resided  in  the  house  until  the  1950s  when  it  became  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Mary  Shea. 

In  the  1960s,  the  current  owner  Mrs.  Anna  E McCarthy  moved  into  the  home. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REEERENCES  CH  see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1932-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 
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Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


Mow 


l' 


ff  i 


• I 


.'■'i-v 


I •% 


^'‘'  £?“i 

I ■^-  '■  * %‘i 

■ •*.  • 

_-■.  - ■■  *4*?  Spt 

I ^ .i*  «it  m nOtjgiiytftjfc.. 


•Hk 


.1 


c 


Fitchburg 


80  Atlantic  Avenue 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 


L 


2203 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

□ Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 

Criteria:  DA  DB  (EICDD 

Criteria  Considerations:  nA[I]B[I]C[I]D|II|E[II|F  CHG 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry  . Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects 
The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

80  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a locally  rare  example  of  a stucco  Classical  Revival  residence.  It  is  in  good  condition  and 
possesses  integrity  of  design,  materials,  setting  and  workmanship.  It  meets  Criterion  C and  is  eligible  for  listing  on  the 
National  Register  as  part  of  a potential  Summer  Street  National  Register  District 


1 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  L Form  2204 

91  Atlantic  Avenue 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
1 220  Morrissey  Boulevard 

I 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  x 3"  or  3-1/2  " x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Lxibel  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  {month /year)  April  2000 


9373 


L 


2204 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Address  91  Atlantic  Ave 

Historic  Name  Leon  E.  Hall  Residence 
Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  c 1900 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Classical  Revival 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Masonry 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards/Shingles 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage 

Major  Alterations  (w/7/t  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approx  5’  from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusett  ’’storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo'  -pmpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

91  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood,  which  rests  on  a masonry  foundation.  This  three-bay 
by  two-bay  residence  faces  west.  The  house  terminates  in  hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Hipped  roof  dormers  are  centrally  located  on  each 
roof  plane.  One  exterior  brick  chimney  is  located  on  the  side  elevation  and  one  at  the  rear.  A simple  molded  cornice  supported  by  brackets 
defines  the  building  eaves.  Exterior  walls  are  clad  with  clapboard  siding  on  the  first  floor  and  wood  shingles  on  the  second  floor.  The  wall 
treatments  are  separated  by  a simple  belt  course  supported  by  corner  posts.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  porch,  which 
terminates  in  a hipped  roof  with  an  intersecting  pedimented  gable  roof  over  the  principal  entranceway.  The  roof  is  supported  by  paired  three- 
quarter  height  Doric  columns,  which  rest  on  raised  wood  frame  column  supports.  Windows  on  the  first  floor  are  8/1,  double-hung  sash  and 
incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  Windows  on  the  second  floor  are  6/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wood 
surrounds  and  sills,  as  well.  A decorative  arch  window  is  centrally  located  on  the  side  elevation  between  the  first  and  second  floors.  An 
example  of  a Classical  Revival  dwelling  that  has  retained  a high  degree  of  detail  and  materials. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

The  City  Assessor’s  records  list  the  house  as  being  built  in  1890,  but  a map  of  the  area  in  1895  does  not  show  any  dwellings  in  the  location 
now  occupied  by  91  Atlantic.  Leon  E.  Hall,  the  proprietor  of  Hall's  Lunch  & News  Room  at  274  Main  Street  moved  from  7 Atlantic  Street  to 
91  Atlantic  in  1913.  Leon  E.  Hall  & E.  C.  Hall  operated  the  luncheon  for  ladies  & gentlemen,  offering  pure  food  & quick  service,  cigars, 
tobacco,  newspapers,  magazines,  and  the  use  of  a public  telephone  according  to  an  advertisement  in  the  1914  City  Directory. 

The  subsequent  resident  was  Waldemar  Bendz,  an  auditor  for  the  Crocker  Burbank  Company  who  lived  in  the  house  in  the  1930s  and  1940s. 
The  next  residents,  Walter  Rothman  and  his  wife  Victoria  lived  in  the  house  until  the  1970s  when  the  current  owners  Donald  R.  & Dolores  A. 
Gray  purchased  the  house.  In  1997  directory  Mr.  Gray  is  listed  as  an  employee  of  the  Bates  Corrugated  Box  Company,  in  Townsend. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 


^ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


Fitchburg 


91  Atlantic  Avenue 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 
L [2204 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

O Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 

Criteria:  CHA  CUB  ^CQD 

Criteria  Considerations:  nAnoncDDnEnF  CHG 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

91  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a representative  example  of  a wood  framed  Classical  Revival  residence  in  the  Summer  Street  area. 
It  is  in  good  condition  and  possesses  integrity  of  design,  materials,  setting  and  workmanship.  It  meets  Criterion  C and  is 
eligible  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  as  part  of  a potential  Summer  Street  National  Register  District. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
Fitchburg 


Area  L Form  2205 

97  Atlantic  Avenue 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


9397 

L 

2205 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


Address  97  Atlantic  Ave 

Historic  Name  Henry  E.  Cowdrey  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  ca  1925 
Source  City  Directories 
Style/Form  Classical  Revival 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Concrete 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Garage  facing  Lawrence  Street 

Major  Alterations  (wt7/t  dates)  The  building  is  sheathed  in 
Vinyl  siding. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a corner  lot  approx  5’  from  the  sidewalk  on  Atlantic  & 10’ 
from  the  sidewalk  on  Goodrich.  The  lot  slopes  steeply  from 
Atlantic  to  Lawrence  Street.  The  garage  is  located  off  Lawrence 
Street. 


Follow  Massachusetts  'Storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo'  "‘tnpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

97  Atlantic  Avenue  is  a two-story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood.  The  house  rests  on  a concrete  foundation  and  terminates  in  hipped 
roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  three-bay  by  three-bay  dwelling  faces  west.  The  roof  features  overhanging  eaves.  A one-bay  gabled  dormer  is 
centrally  located  on  the  principal  roof  plane.  This  dormer  features  a pedimented  gable  enlivened  by  an  arch  window.  The  pedimented  gable 
is  supported  by  three,  one-over-one,  double-hung  windows.  Exterior  walls  are  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  entranceway  features  a 
single  door  marked  by  a classic  door  surround  with  sidelights  and  fluted  pilasters.  An  elliptical  portico  consisting  of  two  Doric  columns 
supporting  a flat  roof  protects  the  entranceway.  The  columns  rest  on  a brick  foundation.  Windows  throughout  the  building  are  1/1,  double- 
hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A bay  window  is  located  over  the  portico.  Although  the  dwelling  has 
lost  some  detail  and  material  integrity  it  has  a nicely  detailed  semi  circular  entry,  whose  shape  is  echoed  in  the  arch  of  the  Palladian  window  in 
the  dormer  and  the  circular  bay  located  on  the  second  floor. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

Henry  E.  Cowdrey  first  occupied  97  Atlantic  in  1925.  Mr.  Cowdrey  resided  in  the  house  until  1950.  The  house  stood  vacant  until  Jacob 
Winthrop  and  his  wife  Martha  occupied  the  home  in  1953.  Jacob  owned  Winthrop  & Co,  a junk  dealership  at  nearby  53  Prescott  St. 

The  home  was  subsequently  owned  in  the  1970s  by  Richard  Surrette,  a sales  manager  at  the  Foster  Grant  Co.  in  Leominster,  and  in  the  1990s 
by  the  current  owners,  Janice  & Pasquale  Micciche. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  " x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  /year)  April  2000 


8207 

L 

2206 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  ( neighborhood  or 

village)  Summer  St 

Address  28  Beacon  St 

Historic  Name  Alfred  A Wyman  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 
Original  Multi-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1891 

Source  City  Directories 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Brick 
Wall/Trim  Wood 
Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (w/f/t  dates)  The  roof  sheathed  with 
asphalt  shingles. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  6 feet  above  and  10  feet  from 
the  sidewalk.  The  lot  is  retained  by  a stone  wall. 


Follow  Massachusett  ''historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fc  - ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

28  Beacon  Street  is  a two-story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a brick  foundation.  This  three-by-four- 
bay  house  faces  south.  The  house  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  side  roof  plane. 
A cornice  with  exaggerated  fascia  and  returns  defines  the  building  eaves.  Decorative  wooden  brackets  are  located  at  the  corners  of  the 
building.  The  building  is  clad  with  asbestos  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  wrap-around  porch,  which  terminates  in 
a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt  shingles.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  A pediment  over  the  stair  bay  of  the  porch 
marks  the  entrance  to  the  upper  and  lower  apartments.  A one-bay  extension  of  the  porch  also  is  marked  by  a pedimented  gable.  This 
extension  is  located  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  building.  The  pediments  feature  decorative  carved  woodwork.  The  porch  roof  is  supported 
by  full-length  decorative  turned  columns,  which  rest  on  a wood  platform.  The  size,  detailing,  and  condition  of  the  porch  are  unique  in  the 
Summer  Street  neighborhood  and  in  the  city.  Paired  doors  mark  the  principal  entrance  to  the  building.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are 
2/2,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A two-story  bay  projects  from  the  rear  elevation.  Despite  the 
addition  of  asbestos  siding  the  building  retains  much  of  its  period  trim  including  the  eave  brackets  and  the  exceptionally  well-detailed  porch. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  residence  at  28  Beacon  Street  is  shown  on  a Bird’s  eye  View  drawing  of  1882.  In  the  1895  Atlas  of  the  city  of  Fitchburg  the  house  is 
shown  as  the  residence  of  Alfred  A Wyman.  Wyman,  treasurer  of  CA  Cross  grocers,  moved  to  28  Beacon  in  1891.' 

Leo  A.  Drury  began  residing  at  28  Beacon  in  1914.  A member  of  the  Drury  family  lived  in  the  house  until  1975.  Leon  Drury  ran  FL  Drury  & 
Sons  Co,  a grocer’s  and  meat  store  at  796-800  Main  Street.  He  lived  at  28  Beacon  until  the  1940s,  when  his  son  Leon  Jr.  and  wife  Helen  took 
up  occupancy.  Leon  Jr.  was  a salesmen  at  City  Service  Oil  Company.  For  more  than  fifteen  years  Mrs.  Yvonne  Demers,  the  widow  of 
Ludger  Demers  lived  with  the  Leon  Drury  Jr.  family,  leaving  the  house  in  1975  as  well.  Prior  to  Mrs.  Demers,  another  widow,  Mrs.  Mary 
(Arthur)  Brown  lived  with  the  family  during  the  1950s. 

The  house  was  converted  to  a four  family  residence  in  the  1970s.  28  Beacon  is  now  owned  by  Brian  & Sharon  LaFleur  and  is  still  used  as  a 
four  family  residence. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 

* Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1891). 
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Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 
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(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


A 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  19/21  Beacon  St 

Historic  Name  Rueben  H.  Parker  & Herbert  C.  Brown  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 
Original  Multi-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1870-1882 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 
Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Shed  c 1895 

Major  Alterations  f w/r/t  dates) 

Replacement  windows 
Vinyl  Siding 

Condition  Good 
Moved  K no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting  Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  4 feet  above  and 
10  feet  from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusett 


’’  '•'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr  "ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


L non 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

2 1 Beacon  Street  is  a two-story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  four-by- 
four-bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The  building  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A pedimented  gable  is  centrally  located  on  the 
north  elevation  and  is  flanked  by  front-gabled  dormers.  The  dormers  feature  paired  1/1,  windows  with  a decorative  wood  surround.  Interior 
brick  chimneys  pierce  the  roof  on  the  east  and  west  elevations.  A wide  cornice  with  detailed  brackets  define  the  building  eaves.  The  building 
is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt 
shingles.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  A pediment  over  the  stair  bay  of  the  porch  marks  the  entrance  to  the  dwelling. 
Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  a simple  wooden  surround  that  terminates  in  a pediment  accented 
with  a dentil  course.  An  example  of  a multi  family  building  that  has  retained  a high  degree  of  detail  and  materials  and  possesses  a pair  of 
unusual  and  highly  detailed  dormers. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

A map  from  1870  shows  no  dwelling  on  the  site,  however  by  1882  the  double  house  is  shown  on  a Bird’s  eye  view  of  the  City.  In  1895,  the 
double  house  and  outbuilding  are  shown  in  the  Atlas  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg. 

In  1914  Rueben  H Parker,  an  office  manager  at  Fitchburg  Gas  & Electric  Light  Co  lived  in  19  Beacon,  and  Herbert  C Brown,  an  inspector  at 
Fitchburg  MFI  Co  lived  at  21  Beacon.  Herbert  lived  in  the  house  until  his  death.  His  wife  Elsie,  a stenographer  remained  in  the  house  until 
the  1930s  when  the  Brown’s  half  of  the  house  became  the  home  of  Morris  B.  Rosenburg  and  his  wife  Minnie.  Morris  was  president  and 
treasurer  of  M Rosenburg,  Co.,  manufacturers  of  ladies  handbags.  Minnie  was  a clerk  in  the  company.  The  Rosenburgs  lived  at  21  Beacon 
until  the  1960s. 

In  the  1960s,  21  Beacon  became  the  home  of  Bernard  W.  Slattery,  manager  of  Slattery’s  restaurant,  and  his  wife  Letitia,  an  employee  of  the 
Eitchburg  Welfare  Department.  Slattery’s  restaurant  was  run  by  Terry  Slattery  and  was  located  at  106  Lunenburg  Street.  The  Slattery’s 
remained  at  21  Beacon  until  the  1980s. 

19  Beacon  Street  had  a less  stable  residency  than  its  other  half  By  1920,  19  Beacon  had  become  home  to  Jeremiah  H.  Kelliher,  a lawyer,  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Kelliher  remained  in  the  house  after  her  husband’s  death  in  the  1930s  until  the  1940s.  Over  the  next  several  decades 
19  Beacon  had  several  residents  including  the  Ered  J.  Bacon  family,  the  Earl  Detwiler  family,  Bernard  Cote  family,  and  the  Bernard  Conry 
family.  The  current  owner  is  Bonnie  McCullough.  The  house  remains  a two  family  residence. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REEERENCES  CH  see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 

Atlas  of  Eitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


8205 
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2208 


Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5"  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 


Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  22/24  Beacon  St 

Historic  Name  William  C Carter  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential  (Four-Units) 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1873-1882 
Source  City  Directory  & Fitchburg  Sentinel 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder  William  C.  Carter 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wali/Trim  Wood 
Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Barn 

Major  Alterations  (w///z  dates) 

Barn  converted  to  residence  ca  1975 

Condition  Good 
Moved  K no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk. 


Follow  Massachusetts  ’’'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  mipleting  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

24  Beacon  Street  is  a two  story,  t-shaped  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  two-by-three-bay 
dwelling  faces  south.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  an  intersecting  gable  roof.  A side  gable  is  over  the  principal  block  and  a front  gable  is  over 
the  other  block.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  peak  of  the  secondary  block.  An  exterior  end  chimney  is  located  to  the  rear.  The 
residence  exhibits  a simple  cornice  and  an  ornate  verge  board.  Decorative  wooden  brackets  are  located  at  the  corners  of  the  house.  The 
house  is  clad  with  wood  clapboards.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  infilled  porch  that  terminates  in  a flat  roof.  The  porch 
is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  The  porch  features  two  sets  of  three  casement  windows  marked  by  a five-light  arched  transom.  A five- 
light  arched  window  supported  by  sidelights  marks  the  principal  entranceway,  located  on  the  south  end  of  the  porch.  Windows  throughout  the 
building  are  2/2,  double-hung  sash.  The  windows  feature  a simple  wooden  surround  that  terminates  in  a decorative  pediment.  A one-story 
bay  projects  from  the  west  elevation  of  secondary  block  and  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  Although  the  dwelling  has  lost  the  original  porch,  it 
has  retained  its  decorative  bargeboards  and  window  hoods. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

William  C Carter  was  born  in  E.  Jaffrey,  NH,  in  1843.  He  and  his  father  William  Carter  were  carpenters.  The  Carters’  built  numerous  homes 
and  mill  additions  in  Fitchburg,  as  well  as  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church  on  Mechanic  Street  and  the  Finnish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at 
153  Mechanic  Street  (1900-1963).  Among  the  houses  the  Carter’s  built  was  22  Beacon  Street.  A newspaper  reports  that  ’’William  C.  Carter 
has  lived  at  his  address  since  1873”*,  but  the  earliest  street  listing  for  22  Beacon  Street  is  1882.  In  1882  William  C.  Carter  boarded  at  the 
William  Carter  residence.  William  Carter’s  wife,  Mabel  lived  in  the  house  after  his  death  in  the  1930s  until  the  1940s  when  the  house  became 
the  residence  of  WJ  Theriault. 

Mr.  Theriault  ran  a family  trucking  business  from  the  home.  He  was  also  an  employee  of  Simonds  Saw  & Steel  Co.  After  his  death  in  the 
1960s,  his  wife  Beatrice  remained  in  the  house  until  1973/4.  In  1975  Craine  Travel  Agency  occupied  22  Beacon.  Gloria  Dickinson,  the 
proprietor  of  the  travel  agency  and  her  husband  Peter,  a builder  resided  and  worked  from  22  Beacon.  It  is  likely  at  this  time  that  the  barn  was 
altered  to  accommodate  their  offices.  The  barn,  now  a residence  is  numbered  22  Beacon  and  the  original  house  is  numbered  24  Beacon.  The 
property  now  has  4 living  units  and  is  owned  by  Kurentsa  O.  Thomson  and  Beverly  Taylor. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  O see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 

“William  C Carter”  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


' Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 
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22/24  Beacon  Street 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Area(s)  Form  No. 
L [2208 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Criteria  Statement  Form 


Check  all  that  apply: 

□ Individually  eligible  ^ Eligible  only  in  a historic  district 
^ Contributing  to  a potential  historic  district  □ Potential  historic  district 


Criteria:  CUB  ^CCUD 

Criteria  Considerations:  CI|AGbDCDD[Z]EDF  GG 

Statement  of  Significance  by  Julie  Ann  Larry.  Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects.  LLC 

The  criteria  that  are  checked  in  the  above  sections  must  be  justified  here. 

22/24  Beacon  Street  is  a representative  example  of  a wood  framed  Queen  Anne  residence  in  the  Summer  Street  area.  It  is 
in  good  condition  and  possesses  integrity  of  design,  materials,  setting  and  workmanship.  It  was  built  by  and  for  William 
C Carter,  a local  builder  who  constructed  many  residences  and  several  churches  during  Fitchburg’s  late  nineteenth 
century  building  boom  1870-1895.  It  meets  Criterions  A and  C and  is  eligible  for  listing  on  the  National  Register  as  part 
of  a potential  Summer  Street  National  Register  District. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


8145 

l 

2224 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 

Address  5 Holt  St 

Historic  Name  Wm  H.  Hall  & Geo  W.  Moses 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 
Original  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1 870- 1 882 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Second  Empire 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl 
siding. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  appro  30”  above  and  25’  from  the  sidewalk 
on  Summer  St  and  12”-30”  above  and  15’  from  the  sidewalk  on 
Holt  St.  A drive  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lot  provides  access 
to  the  attached  barn. 


Follow  Massachusetf  ’’storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

While  the  residence  located  at  5 Holt  Street  has  been  resided  with  vinyl  siding,  many  of  the  architectural  features  common  with  the 
Second  Empire  style  remain  intact,  such  as  the  dormers  on  the  mansard  roof.  The  residence  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house 
constructed  of  wood,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  three-by-five-bay  dwelling  faces  southwest.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a 
classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  steep  sides  of  the  roof  are  broken  by  dormers,  two  on  the  principal  elevation  and  four  down  the 
side.  Each  dormer  features  a single,  one-over-one-light  double  hung  sash  window  surrounded  by  an  elaborate  wooden  architrave.  A cornice 
featuring  brackets  and  a dentil  course  defines  the  eave.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  one-bay  porch,  which  terminates  in 
a flat  roof  supported  by  wooden  posts.  The  detailing  of  the  porch  is  similar  to  the  cornice  only  in  a smaller  scale.  Windows  throughout  the 
dwelling  are  2/2,  double-hung  wood  sash.  Each  window  is  marked  by  a simple  surround  and  bracketed  wooden  top.  Two,  two-story  bay 
windows  projects  on  the  north  elevation.  These  bays  terminate  at  the  eave.  A highly  detailed  example  of  a Second  Empire  multifamily 
dwelling  which  has  retained  a high  degree  of  integrity  of  it  window,  cornice,  portico,  bay  and  roof  details  and  materials. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

In  1870  C.W.  Jaquith,  the  owner  of  a large  residence  on  the  adjacent  lot,  owned  the  lot  now  occupied  by  5 Holt  St  on  Summer  St.  On  a bird’s 
eye  view  drawing  of  1882,  a three  story  second  Empire  Style  building  is  depicted  on  the  corner  of  Holt  and  Summer. 

William  H.  Hall,  Captain  of  truck  no.  1 at  the  17  Summer  Street  Fire  Station  & George  W.  Moses,  a machinist  resided  in  the  multifamily 
house  in  1914.  The  building  continued  to  serve  as  a two  family  residence  until  the  1940’s  when  it  was  converted  to  three  units. 

A long  time  resident  of  one  of  these  three  units  was  Alfred  LaJoie,  an  inspector  for  Simonds  Saw  and  Steel  Company.  LaJoie  lived  at  5 Holt 
Street  until  the  late  1970s.  The  majority  of  the  units  at  5 Holt  Street  were  vacant  in  1978  and  by  1980  the  house  was  listed  as  completely 
vacant  in  City  directories.  In  the  early  1980s  the  house  was  again  occupied.  Today  the  building  has  six  units  and  is  owned  by  William  J. 
Brown.  It  is  also  listed  in  the  city  records  as  28  Summer  Street. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Address  15/17  Holt  St 

Historic  Name  Orin  M.  Lowe  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  c 1880 

Source  Style 

Style/Form  Italianate 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Asbestos  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Attached  ell 

Major  Alterations  fw/r/t  dates)  The  building  is  clad  with 
asbestos  siding. 


Condition  Good 

Moved  S no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting  Set  on  a level  lot  approximately  5 feet  from  the 
sidewalk.  A drive  to  the  south  is  edged  by  tall  pine  trees  and  leads 
to  the  rear  ell. 


Follow  Massachuset'  'tistorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fc  completing  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


L 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

15  Holt  Street  is  a two-story,  Italianate  style  house  constructed  of  wood-frame.  The  building,  which  adopts  a rectangular  plan,  rests 
on  a granite  foundation.  This  three-by-five-bay  house  faces  south.  The  house  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Three 
interior  brick  chimneys  with  corbelled  caps  pierce  the  roof  along  the  ridge.  A wide  cornice  accented  with  detailed  brackets  and  a dentil 
course  defines  the  building  eaves.  The  gable  end  features  an  arched  window  accented  by  a hoodmold.  The  exterior  wall  surface  of  the 
building  is  asbestos  shingles,  however,  many  of  the  details  common  to  the  Italianate  style  remain.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a 
two-story,  three-bay  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Both  the  first  floor  and  second  floor  of  the  porch  have 
been  infilled  with  screens.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  slender  Doric  columns,  which  rest  on  wooden  pedestals.  Windows  throughout  the 
dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  One  of  the  few  Italianate  dwellings  in  the 
neighborhood  and  unusually  fronted  by  a two  story  porch. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

An  earlier  dwelling  on  this  site  was  the  home  of  Dr.  A Hitchcock  in  1870.  The  Bird’s  Eye  View  of  1882  depicts  a gabled  l-Vi  story  residence 
with  an  attached  2-Vi  story  gabled  ell  and  1 story  barn  on  the  site. 

From  1889-1918,  15  Holt  St,  then  9 Holt  St  was  the  residence  of  Orin  M Lowe.  Lowe,  a wholesale  provision  dealer,  in  partnership  with  his 
brothers  George  R.  & Frank  E.  Lowe  operated  Lowe  Brothers  Co,  with  locations  in  Gardner,  Greenfield  & 5 South  St,  Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts.' 

The  house  then  became  the  residence  of  John  H.  Hogan  who  was  employed  by  Mrs.  Ellen  C.  Hogan  at  her  lunch  wagon  in  Depot  Square.  Mrs. 
Hogan  was  the  widow  of  Edward  Hogan  and  also  resided  at  15  Holt  St.  The  next  residents  of  15  Holt  St  also  operated  a lunch  wagon. 

Herbert  F.  Friedricks  and  his  wife  Clara  worked  at  2 Myrtle  Ave. 

By  1950  the  house  had  been  converted  to  a multi-family  residence.  Tenants  have  included  retirees,  a diemaker,  a cabbie,  and  an  employee  of 
the  Falulah  Paper  Co. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Eitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Eitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Eitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887,  1897,  1902  (addenda:  1921  & 1927). 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882. 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 

' Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1895). 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Lxibel  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 

Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 
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L 

2226 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 

Address  30  Holt  St 

Historic  Name  Thomas  F.  Gallagher  House 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 

Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  1 895-1 897 

Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood  Clapboards  L*  Floor 

Wood  Shingles  2"“*  Floor 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a sloping  lot  approximately  5’  from  the  curb. 


Follow  Massachuset'  'historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fc  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

30  Holt  Street  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame.  The  dwelling  rests  on  a granite  foundation. 
This  two-bay  by  two-bay  dwelling  faces  southeast.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Two  interior  chimneys 
pierce  the  roof  plane.  A decorative  cornice  defines  the  building  eaves.  Simple  returns  mark  the  eave  line  at  the  gable  ends.  The  gable  end  of 
the  principal  elevation  is  enlivened  with  a Palladian  window  and  clad  with  wood  shingles.  Exterior  walls  are  clad  with  clapboard  siding  on 
the  first  floor  and  wood  shingles  on  the  second  floor.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped 
roof  sheathed  with  composition  shingles.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  paired  three-quarter  height  Doric  columns,  which  rest  on  an 
enclosed  wood  frame  porch  railing.  A two-story,  one-by-one  bay  projects  from  the  principal  block  on  the  west  elevation.  This  bay  terminates 
in  a shed  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Windows  throughout  the  building  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and 
wood  sills.  A decorative  arch  window  is  located  on  the  side  elevation.  An  example  of  a large  Queen  Anne  with  an  unusual  variety  of  window 
types. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

30  Holt  Street  was  constructed  between  1895  -1897.  Judge  Thomas  Gallagher,  a lawyer  & justice  of  the  police  court,  moved  from  Blossom 
Street  with  his  wife  Elizabeth  to  Holt  Street  in  1897.  ’ Gallagher,  a native  of  Lynn,  graduated  from  Notre  Dame  University  in  1876.  In  1881 
he  moved  to  Fitchburg  and  established  his  law  office.  In  1892  he  was  appointed  a Judge  of  the  Police  Court  by  Governor  William  Russell.  ^ 
Judge  Gallagher  died  between  1941/42.  His  wife  remained  in  the  house  until  1945  when  she  removed  to  Boston.^ 

In  1945  Mr.  Henry  Dodge  and  his  wife  moved  into  30  Holt  Street.  Henry  Dodge  died  within  a few  years  and  his  wife  remained  in  the  house 
until  1975  when  the  current  owner,  George  Poladian,  purchased  the  house.  Poladin  is  listed  in  the  1980  directory  as  an  employee  of  the  IBM 
Corporation  in  Worcester,  his  wife  Thelma  as  an  employee  of  Burger  King  Restaurants,  and  their  daughter  Tina  as  a student.  The  building  is 
now  two  residential  units."* 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REEERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887 

“Thomas  Gallagher”  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 

’ Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1897). 

^ Unpublished  manuscripts,  reproduced  clippings,  and  newspaper  clippings  in  the  Biography  files  of  the  Fitchburg  Historical  Society. 

^ Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1945). 

■*  Fitchburg  City  Directories,  ( N.p.,  1980). 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3"  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  {month  /year)  April  2000 


8121 

L 

2227 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 

Address  42  Holt  St 

Historic  Name  Dr.  Austin  W.  Sidney  House 

Uses;  Present  Single-Family  Residential 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1882-1894 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  fwt7/j  The  building  is  clad  with 

vinyl  siding. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  O yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a steeply  sloping  site  approx  5’  from  the  curb. 


Follow  Massachuset  ’historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  f~  '•ompleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


L 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

42  Holt  Street  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame  which  rests  on  a granite 
foundation.  This  two-by-three-bay  dwelling  faces  southwest.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  A 
gabled  dormer  is  located  on  the  principal  roof  plane.  This  dormer  features  paired  1/1  double-hung  sash  windows.  A three-bay 
tower  which  terminates  in  a pyramidal  roof  sheathed  with  slate  is  located  at  the  southwest  comer  of  the  roof  next  to  the  dormer. 
A single-bay  hipped  roof  dormer  punctuates  the  roof  plane  on  the  west  elevation.  A brick  chimney  is  located  at  the  rear 
elevation.  A simple  comice  featuring  paired  brackets  defines  the  building  eave.  The  exterior  walls  of  the  building  have  been 
clad  with  vinyl  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  three-bay  porch  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  with 
an  intersecting  gable  roof  over  the  principal  entranceway.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  simple  wood  posts.  The  porch  has 
been  infilled  with  screens.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden 
surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A three-by-one-bay  porch  is  located  at  the  northwest  comer  of  the  dwelling.  This  porch  terminates  in 
a hipped  roof  supported  by  turned  columns  and  decorative  brackets. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s 
wealthier  residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing 
increased,  due  to  Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their 
families  in  Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district 
were  popular  areas  for  development  to  provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the 
mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also  facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

42  Holt  Street  was  the  residence  and  office  of  Austin  W.  Sidney  MD  from  1894  until  1918.  In  1895  42  Holt  was  one  of  three 
residences  on  the  north  side  of  Holt  Street.  The  lots  to  the  south  of  42  Holt  remained  undeveloped.  From  the  comer  tower.  Dr. 
Sidney  and  his  family  would  have  had  an  unobstructed  view  down  the  hill  across  the  Nashua  River  to  the  opposite  hills. 

In  the  1920s  the  Bamicle  family  began  residing  in  the  home.  A member  of  the  family  would  remain  living  in  the  house  until  the 
1960s.  In  the  1960s  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Martin  B.  Sweeney  and  his  wife  Brenda.  The  Sweeny’s  lived  in  the 
house  until  1975  when  they  vacated  the  house.  The  house  remained  vacant  until  1989.  In  1997  the  house  was  the  residence  of 
Linda  Haas,  it  is  now  the  residence  of  Craig  S.  Davis. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Eitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg. 

Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887. 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882. 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Comprehensive  Communitywide  Survey 
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Area  L Form  2228 

48  Holt  Street 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


FORM  B - BUILDING 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3"  or  3-1/2  ” x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 
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Date  {month  / year)  April  2000 


8116 

L 

2228 

Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 

Address  48  Holt  St 

Historic  Name  J.  Clayton  Bates  House 

Uses:  Present  Residential 
Original  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1882-1895 
Source  Atlas  & Maps 
Style/Form  Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 

Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  (w/f/t  The  building  is  clad  with 

vinyl  siding. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a sloping  lot  approx  5’  from  the  curb. 


Follow  Massachusetts  "'storical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  for  -<mpleting  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

48  Holt  Street  is  nearly  identical  to  42  Holt  Street  except  for  the  tower,  which  terminates  in  a bell  roof,  extends  from  the  second  floor 
and  the  dormer  on  the  side  elevation  terminates  in  a pyramidal  roof.  Three  different  dormers  mark  the  large  hipped  roof.  48  Holt  Street  is  a 
two-and-one-half  story,  rectangular  house  that  is  constructed  of  wood-frame  and  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  two-by-three-bay 
dwelling  faces  southwest.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  Like  42  Holt  Street,  a gabled  dormer  is  located  on  the 
principal  roof  plane.  This  dormer  features  paired  1/1  double-hung  sash  windows.  The  exterior  walls  of  the  building  have  been  clad  with  vinyl 
siding.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  three-bay  porch,  which  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  with  an  intersecting  pedimented 
gable  roof  over  the  principal  entranceway.  The  porch  roof  is  supported  by  simple  turned  wood  posts  and  exhibits  unadorned  arched  bracing 
and  a simple  balustrade.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash.  A porch  is  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
dwelling.  This  porch  terminates  in  a hipped  roof  supported  by  turned  columns  and  decorative  brackets. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  large  estates  that  dotted  the  hillsides  overlooking  Fitchburg’s  downtown  and  the  Nashua  River  belonging  to  Fitchburg’s  wealthier 
residents  were  divided  in  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  as  the  demand  for  additional  middle  class  housing  increased,  due  to 
Fitchburg’s  rapidly  increasing  population  and  the  expanding  wealth  of  prosperous  businessmen  and  their  families  in  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  industries.  The  large  tracts  of  undeveloped  land  near  the  Main  Street  business  district  were  popular  areas  for  development  to 
provide  housing  for  working  and  middle  class  families  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  mills.  A streetcar  line  along  Summer  Street  also 
facilitated  the  expansion  of  the  middle  class  suburbs  in  the  area. 

The  house  at  48  Holt  St.  is  shown  on  the  Map  of  1895,  one  of  three  houses  on  the  north  side  of  Holt  St.  In  the  first  decades  of  the  twentieth 
century  several  families  resided  in  the  large  Queen  Anne  including  the  J.  Clayton  Bates’,  Frederick  & Ellen  Coolidge,  and  Charles  & Irene 
Flynn.  J.  Clayton  Bates  was  a manager  of  Bates  Manufacturing,  manufacturers  of  machinist’s  tools.  Charles  Flynn  was  a lawyer. 

In  the  1930s  Willis  Morey,  his  wife  Blanche,  and  their  son  Willis  Jr.  resided  at  48  Holt  St.  Willis  Morey  was  the  secretary  for  the  Fitchburg 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  Morey’s  lived  in  the  home  until  the  1960s  when  the  William  B.  Waddell  family  occupied  the  home.  William 
was  a grinder  at  Simonds  Saw  & Steel  factory.  His  wife  Nancy  was  a Head  Start  teacher.  The  Waddell’s  remained  in  the  house  until  1983. 
The  current  owner  is  Julianne  Wilbur. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Eitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Eitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 

Sanborn  Insurance  Maps,  Fitchburg.  1887. 

Bird’s  Eye  View  of  Eitchburg  Massachusetts,  1882 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  fonn. 
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Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
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Town  Fitchburg 


l 

2229-House 
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House 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2”  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  10  Oak  St 

Historic  Name  Emma  F.  Chaffin  House 

Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1882-1 895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/F  orm  Queen  Anne 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Wood 
Roof  Slate 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Queen  Anne  carriage  house/barn 

Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 


Condition  Good 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  on  a level  lot  approximately  10  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  A 
drive  to  the  south  leads  to  the  carriage  house/barn. 


Follow  Massachusev 


historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fr-  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

10  Oak  Street  is  a two-story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  three-by-two-  bay 
dwelling  faces  east.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  gable  is  marked  by  paired  1/1,  double-hung  wood 
sash  windows.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  on  the  south  elevation.  The  building  is  clad  with  vinyl  siding.  A gabled  porch 
sheathed  with  slate  marks  the  principal  entrance.  Simple  wooden  posts  and  decorative  brackets  support  the  roof.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a 
short  flight  of  stairs.  A bay  window  is  located  to  the  south  of  the  porch.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  2/2,  double-hung  sash.  A 
two-by-one  bay  porch  on  the  south  elevation  has  been  infilled  with  screens  and  is  currently  undergoing  roof  work 

On  the  south  corner  of  the  lot  at  10  Oak  Street  is  a 1 1/2  story,  square  barn  constructed  of  wood  frame,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation. 
The  three-by-three-bay  barn  faces  east.  The  barn  terminates  in  a steeply  pitched  hipped  roof  sheathed  with  slate  and  capped  by  a square 
cupola.  The  cupola  has  three  small  single  pane  windows  on  each  side  and  is  vented  through  four  staggered  eaves  in  the  flaring  roof.  The 
hipped  roof  is  broken  in  the  front  central  bay  by  a gable  centered  over  a large  sliding  barn  door  on  the  first  floor,  and  a large  square  second 
floor  opening.  The  roof  has  a deep  projecting  eave  protecting  the  lower  stories  clad  in  wood  clapboards.  Wide  flat  trim  demarcates  the  bay 
structure.  The  windows  are  6/6  double  hung  sashes.  A sliding  entry  door  provides  access  from  the  south  facing  dooryard  to  the  barn  at  the 
northeast  corner.  Although  the  house  has  lost  some  integrity  of  detail  and  materials,  the  large  barn  is  the  only  remaining  example  of  large 
nineteenth  century  outbuildings  and  maintains  a high  degree  of  architectural  integrity. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

The  house  and  carriage  house  are  first  shown  on  the  1895  Atlas  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg  on  the  lot  owned  in  1870  by  S Stevens.  From  1914 
until  her  death  at  age  90  in  1962,  Emma  Chaffin  resided  #10  Oak  St.  In  1963  Edward  J Arsenault,  a construction  worker,  his  wife  Laura,  Leo 
Girauard,  a plastic  worker  at  Eoster  Grant,  and  his  wife  Rita  resided  at  10  Oak  St.  They  all  lived  there  until  the  mid  1960s.  In  1967  James  V. 
Belliveau,  Captain  of  the  Eitchburg  Fire  Department  and  his  wife  D.  Jean  moved  in.  James  died  in  1968  and  Mrs.  Belliveau  continued  to  live 
in  the  house  until  the  1980s.  The  current  owner  is  Robert  H O’Connor. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1895. 


□ Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 
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Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  {neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Photograph 

(3”  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  film  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


t 


Date  {month /year)  April  2000 


Address  1 1 Oak  St 

Historic  Name  R.  B.  Baldwin  Estate 

Uses:  Present  Residential 
Original  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  1851-1870 

Source  Atlases  & Maps 
Style/Form  Greek  Revival/Queen  Anne 

Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 

Wall/Trim  Wood 

Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

Major  Alterations  { with  dates)  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
asphalt  shingles. 

Queen  Anne  porch  & gable  details. 


Condition  Fair 

Moved  ^ no  n yes  Date 

Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting  Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  6 feet  above  and 
20  feet  from  the  sidewalk.  A concrete  wall  retains  the  sloping  lot. 
There  is  a driveway  to  the  west  of  the  house. 


Follow  Massachusetf  'historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  far  completing  this  form. 
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BUILDING  FORM 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

1 1 Oak  Street  is  a one-and-one-half  story  dwelling  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  adopts  a L-shaped  plan.  The  dwelling  rests  on 
a granite  foundation.  This  six-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  west.  The  principal  block  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt 
shingles.  A two-story  secondary  block  intersects  the  roof  plane  to  the  north.  A brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  of  the  secondary  block. 
Decorative  wooden  brackets  are  located  at  the  corners  of  the  building.  The  building  is  clad  with  asbestos  siding.  The  principal  elevation  is 
marked  by  a one-story,  one-bay  vestibule,  which  terminates  in  a flat  roof.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs  from  the  sidewalk. 

A three-bay  porch  on  the  secondary  block  terminates  in  a flat  roof  supported  by  turned  wooden  posts  and  decorative  brackets.  Windows 
throughout  the  dwelling  are  2/2,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  Despite  the  addition  of  asbestos 
siding  the  building  retains  much  of  its  period  trim  including  the  eave  brackets  and  porch  detailing.  An  example  of  a modest  Greek  Revival 
vernacular  home  adorned  with  later  Queen  Anne  detailing. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

An  earlier  dwelling  on  the  site  of  1 1 Oak  Street  in  1851  belonged  to  F Kimball.  A map  from  1870  shows  the  existing  L-shaped 
house  with  an  attached  bam  replacing  the  earlier  house.  In  the  1870s  the  house  was  part  of  the  RB  Baldwin  Estate.  By  1895 
the  rear  portion  of  the  1870  lot  had  become  the  lot  now  known  as  29  Brigham  Park.  In  1914,  11  Oak  Street  was  the  residence  of 
George  H.  & his  son,  Leon  G.  Litchfield.  The  Litchfield  family  ran  GH  Litchfield  Trucking  from  their  home,  until  Leon’s  death 
on  February  9,  1951.' 

In  1951  George  & Florence  Smith  moved  into  1 1 Oak  Street.  George  Smith  died  in  1958,  though  Florence  continued  to  live 
there  until  her  death  on  January  3,  1972.  ^ Florence  shared  the  home  from  1964  until  1972  with  the  Richard  Irwin  family. 
Richard  was  a cashier  at  the  Railway  Express  agency.  Richard  died  on  March  26,  1972.^  His  wife  Juanita  moved  to  #7  Oak 
Street  after  his  death. 

In  1973  the  Angelo  Brasili  family  moved  into  1 1 Oak  Street.  Angelo  was  a construction  worker.  His  wife  Hildegarde-Jean  still 
owns  the  home. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database,  City  of  Fitchburg 
Atlas  of  Fitchburg.  Massachusetts;  N.p.,  1895. 

Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 


I I Recommended  for  listing  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  If  checked,  you  must  attach  a completed  National 
Register  Criteria  Statement  form. 


' Fitchburg  City  Directories  ( N.p.,  1851). 
^ Fitchburg  City  Directories  ( N.p.,  1972). 
^ Fitchburg  City  Directories  ( N.p.,  1972). 
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FORM  B - BUILDING 


Assessor’s  Number  USGS  Quad  Area(s)  Form  Number 


Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
Massachusetts  Archives  Building 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02125 


8116 
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Town  Fitchburg 

Place  (neighborhood  or  village)  Summer  St 


Photograph 

(3"  X 3”  or  3-1/2"  x 5”  black  and  white  only)  Label  photo  on 
back  with  town  and  property  address.  Record  fdm  roll  and 
negative  numbers  here  on  the  form.  Staple  photo  to  left  side  of 
form  over  this  space.  Attach  additional  photos  to  continuation 
sheets. 
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Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Address  42  Summer  St 

Historic  Name  Sawyer  Apartments 

Uses:  Present  Multi-Family  Residential 
Original  Multi-Family  Residential 
Date  of  Construction  ca  1895 
Source  Atlases  & Maps 

Style/Form  Second  Empire 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 

Foundation  Granite 
Wall/Trim  Vinyl  Siding 
Roof  Asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 

▲ 

Major  Alterations  ( with  dates)  The  roof  is  sheathed  with 
asphalt  shingles.  The  windows  are  replacements. 


Condition  Good 
Moved  ^ no  n yes  Date 
Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 
Setting 

Set  approx.  10  feet  from  the  curb  on  an  elevated  site. 


Follow  Massachusetf'  ’historical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo  "ptyipleting  this  form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

Like  the  dwelling  at  5 Holt  Street  (MHC  # ),  the  Second  Empire  located  at  42  Summer  Street  has  been  resided  with  vinyl  siding, 
however  many  of  the  architectural  features  common  with  this  style  remain  intact,  including  the  steep  pitched  roof  broken  by  dormers  and  the 
decorative  eave  brackets.  This  dwelling  is  a two-and-one-half  story,  irregular  shaped  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a 
granite  foundation.  The  two-by-two-bay  dwelling  faces  southwest.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a classic  mansard  roof  sheathed  with  asphalt 
shingles.  The  steep  sides  of  the  roof  are  broken  by  dormers,  two  on  the  principal  elevation  and  four  down  the  side.  Each  dormer  features  a 
single,  1/1,  double  hung  sash  window  surrounded  by  an  elaborate  wooden  architrave.  A cornice  with  brackets  defines  the  buildings  eave.  The 
principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  one-bay  porch,  which  terminates  in  a flat  roof  supported  by  wooden  posts.  The  detailing  of  the 
porch  is  similar  to  the  cornice  only  in  a smaller  scale.  A two-story,  triple-window  bay  is  located  to  the  north  of  the  porch.  This  bay  terminates 
at  the  eave.  Windows  throughout  the  dwelling  are  1/1,  double-hung  sash  replacements,  which  maintain  the  scale  and  massing  of  the  originals. 
Each  window  is  marked  by  a simple  surround.  Two-story  bay  windows  projects  on  the  north  elevation.  This  bay  terminates  at  the  eave.  A 
two-story  summer  porch  located  at  the  rear  of  the  dwelling  is  also  visible  from  the  street. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

Built  on  a lot  carved  from  the  southeast  portion  of  the  lot  belonging  to  S.K.  Lovell  in  1870,  42  Summer  Street  first  appears  on  maps  ca.  1895. 

Since  1914,  42  Summer  Street  has  been  a three  family  residence.  A variety  of  tenants,  employed  as  furriers,  clerks,  mechanics,  and  paper 
makers  have  resided  here.  The  longest  residency  of  any  tenant  was  the  James  W.  Young  Eamily.  James,  a clerk  for  the  NY/NH  and  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroads  lived  with  his  wife  Bernice  at  this  address  for  almost  thirty  years,  until  the  1950s. 

In  1970  the  property  was  known  collectively  with  21-23  (MHC  # 1400)  and  31-33  (MHC  # 1401)  Summer  Street  as  the  Sawyer  Apartments, 
named  for  Sylvanus  Sawyer  the  original  owner  of  21-23  and  31-33  Summer  Street.  In  1975  a portion  of  the  building  was  home  to  a driving 
school  and  one  unit  was  vacant.  In  the  1980s,  one  unit  of  the  building  was  used  for  commercial  space,  the  second  was  a residential  apartment 
and  the  third  unit  remained  vacant.  The  building  has  since  reverted  back  to  its  residential  use.  Joseph  H.  Wolenski  currently  owns  the 
building. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REFERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 

Assessor’s  Database 
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Town  Fitchburg 
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Historic  Name  Mrs.  Tuttle  House 
Uses:  Present  Single-Family  Residential 
Original  Single-Family  Residential 

Date  of  Construction  ca  1840 
Source  Style 
Style/Form  Greek  Revival 
Architect/Builder 
Exterior  Material: 
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Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 


Granite 

Asbestos  Shingles 
Slate 


Outbuildings/Secondary  Structures 


Major  Alterations  (with  dates) 
Shed/garage  removed  1990s 
Porch  infilled 
Replacement  siding 


Condition  Fair 
Moved  S no  n yes  Date 


Recorded  by  Julie  Ann  Larry 

Turk  Tracey  & Larry  Architects,  LLC. 

Organization  City  of  Fitchburg,  Office  of  Planning 
Coordinator 


Acreage  Less  than  one  acre 

Setting 

Set  on  an  elevated  lot  approximately  6 feet  above  and  10  feet 
from  the  sidewalk. 


Date  (month  / year)  April  2000 


Follow  Massachusetf  ’’jstorical  Commission  Survey  Manual  instructions  fo’-  jonwletine  this  form. 


BUILDING  FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL  DESCRIPTION  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Describe  architectural  features.  Evaluate  the  characteristics  of  this  building  in  terms  of  other  buildings  within  the  community. 

23  Winter  Street  is  a two-story,  rectangular  house  constructed  of  wood-frame,  which  rests  on  a granite  foundation.  This  three-by-six- 
bay  dwelling  faces  north.  The  dwelling  terminates  in  a front  gable  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  An  interior  brick  chimney  pierces  the  roof  on  the 
east  elevation.  The  building  is  clad  with  asbestos  shingles.  The  principal  elevation  is  marked  by  a one-story,  three-bay  porch  that  terminates 
in  a shed  roof  sheathed  with  slate.  The  westernmost  bay  of  the  porch  is  enclosed.  The  porch  is  reached  by  a short  flight  of  stairs.  The  porch 
roof  is  supported  by  chamfered  wooden  posts  that  rest  on  a wooden  platform.  The  porch  railing  features  turned  balusters.  Although  a portion 
of  the  porch  has  been  in-filled  the  building  is  a good  example  of  the  form  and  proportion  of  the  early  Greek  Revival  Structures  built  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Summer  Street  neighborhood.  It  retains  some  original  features,  including  its  wood  windows  and  slate  roof.  Windows 
throughout  the  dwelling  are  6/6,  double-hung  sash  and  incorporate  plain  wooden  surrounds  and  wood  sills.  A single  entranceway  on  the  west 
elevation  is  protected  by  a simple  hipped  roof  supported  by  decorative  scrolled  brackets. 


HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Discuss  the  history  of  the  building.  Explain  its  associations  with  local  (or  state)  history.  Include  uses  of  the  building,  and  the  role(s)  the 
owners/occupants  played  within  the  community. 

A dwelling  is  shown  on  an  1851  map  belonging  to  SI  Carver.  Mrs.  Tuttle  resided  in  a dwelling  in  this  location  according  to  the  1870  Atlas  of 
Worcester  County. 

Henry  Wray,  a foreman  at  Fitchburg  Machine  Works,  resided  with  his  family  at  23  Winter  Street  from  1892  until  moving  to  Pacific  Street  in 
1944.  Following  the  brief  residency  of  Joseph  Carbone,  a chauffeur,  Alton  and  Dorothy  Laprade  began  residing  at  23  Winter  Street  in  1946. 
Alton  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Fitchburg  Police  Department,  retiring  in  1973/4.  Upon  his  retirement  the  Laprade’s  moved  and  the  home 
remained  vacant  until  1977  when  the  house  became  the  residence  of  Cecil  & Nancy  Flory  Jr.  Cecil  was  an  employee  of  Shepard  & Parker  Inc, 
an  electrical  motor  repair  company. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  and/or  REEERENCES  □ see  continuation  sheet 

Fitchburg  City  Directories.  N.p.,  1848-1980. 
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Atlas  of  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Boston:  N.p.,  1870. 

Map  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg  Massachusetts.  Surveyed  by  A.G.  Gillet.  Massachusetts:  N.p.,  1851. 
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